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sandy loams or loams that are well
drained and well aerated and which
have a good supply of organic matter
or have been supplied with well-
rotted manure in the vicinity of the
hills. The soils should be capable of
supplying adequate moisture. The
bush types of pumpkins which are
popularly referred to as summer
squash will produce fruits in 50 to 55
days. The runner types require a
longer period. Although they are sen-
sitive or tropical annuals, they can
be grown in temperate regions with
comparatively short growing seasons.
They do need some hot weather. The
runner types and the Cushaws require
around 120 days to mature.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: The bush
types of pumpkins, or SUMMER
SQUASH as they are popularly known,
should be planted in hills 3 by 4 feet
apart. Eight or ten seeds should be
sown in a circle a foot in diameter to
form each bill. When the seedlings
are up, the hills are thinned to three
or four plants. The runner types
should be planted in hills 4 feet apart
in the rows, and the rows spaced 5 or
6 feet apart In the small garden, the
summer squash should be planted be-
tween the hills of com and, as soon as
the com is picked, the stalks should
be broken down to give the squash a
chance to develop in full sunlight
The small sugar pumpkin should be
planted with a few of the other varie-
ties. They will then take over the
ground as the corn matures.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: There are a
number of bad pests which are com-
mon to both pumpkins and squash.
The diseases, which usually are not
serious, are the mildew, bacterial
wilt, and anthracnose. Mildew and

8_________________J>URSLANE

anthracnose are the result of moist
cloudy weather and poor air circuit
tion. The bacterial wilt is carried by
the cucumber beetle. Repelling the
beetle, as soon as the seedlings are
up, with lime or rotenone dust will
control the wilt. Of the insects, the
squash bug and the squash vine-
borer are the hardest to control. The
squash vine-borers enter the vines
near the ground. They should be re-
moved with a pen knife, if they are
seen in time. Also, cover the base of
the vines with soil "to encourage root-
ing at the nodes. Keep everything
clean by destroying old -vines. The
squash bug is controlled by placing
small pieces of flat board near the
plants and every evening lifting the
boards and killing the bugs. After a
few days, they will be destroyed.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS: The
best way to find out about squashes
or pumpkins is to try out a few dif-
ferent ones each year. A few hills will
.be sufficient, as they are usually quite
prolific and one specimen makes a
meal for five people.

Purslane

DESCRIPTION: Purslane (Portdacs
olerocea] is a very common weed on
moist sandy soils, but there are gar-
den varieties which have been devel-
oped by French gardeners for salad
purposes. These varieties are more
popular in Europe than in this coun-
try. The plant has fleshy, watery
stems and leaves which are the size of
squirrels3 ears. The plant grows flat
on the ground unless crowded. It
produces very small, white to pinkish
flowers. The improved varieties have
large leaves and tend to grow more
upright than the wild forms. The
flavor is mild and faintly acid It